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(President’s Update)
September/October
2025

Dear Sisters in the League

As an educator, September, for me, is always the beginning of a new year. September also brings
a new beginning to our CWL as we return to our meetings and events after the summer
rejuvenation.

October brings us beautiful colours as the leaves on our trees display vivid colours of orange, red
and yellow. This month is a time to truly reflect and be thankful for all God has given us

Be Eucharistic.

Upcoming Events/Conventions:

November 1: All Saint’s Day

November 2: All Soul’s Day

November 11: Remembrance Day

November 30 to December 24: 1 Sunday of Advent to 4™ Sunday of Advent
December 24: Christmas Eve

December 25: Christmas Day

Pope’s Monthly Intentions

November: For the prevention of suicide

Let us pray that those who are tempted to commit suicide might find the support, care, and love
they need in their community and be open to the beauty of life

December: For Christians in areas of conflict

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might

be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261269/pope-francis-prayer-intentions-for-2025
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https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261269/pope-francis-prayer-intentions-for-2025

Council: St. Andrew, Brechin

Years of Service Pin Ceremony

Maria Cot our new member Margo Ward receiving
who also won the door prize her 50-year pin.

at our annual CWL

Lady of Good Counsel dinner

Submitted by Joann Emons, President, St. Andrew Parish Council, Brechin, Northern



Council: St. Joseph, Highland Creek

Each year for our Christmas Bazaar, scheduled for Saturday, November 15", we feature our very famous
Apple Pies. It is a way to bring our members together, enjoy each other’s company for the day (three
sessions) and make amazing apple pies, usually around 300. The effort is worth it to build sisterhood and
friendships. Even our Spiritual Advisor enjoys making pies with us!

Mother, Paola Gennaro (on the right) and daughter, Dakari Gennaro both CWL members, St. Joseph
Highland Creek, plant trees in their local parkette. Lucia Vacca, mother and grandmother of these two
ladies, is also a member — 3 Generations in the same council!

Submitted by Lucia Vacca, member, St. Joseph Highland Creek, Scarborough



Council: Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

What does it mean to serve? The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Council,
Scarborough Region, answered that question.

On Saturday September 20, 2025, the CWL hosted a Parish Meet & Greet to welcome Father
Prasanth George (Pastor) and Father James Cyfko (Associate Pastor) to Annunciation. It was a
mix and mingle event, and, judging by the crowd, the joyful noise in the Church Hall and the
amount of refreshments consumed, it was highly successful!

The CWL co-ordinated with The Legion of Mary, Eucharistic Ministers, other Parish Ministries
and Parishioners for contributions of baked goods and cookies. CWL Members set out the
refreshments and were assigned to a table to replenish the refreshments as needed. Our
Custodian ensured the church hall was sparkling clean.

So, in the end, we all Served: Served our parish community, served with happy smiles, served
with patience, served by giving generously and served by volunteering cheerfully. As St. Teresa
of Calcutta said, “Give your hands to serve, and your hearts to love.”

Submitted by Margaret McKibben, Secretary, Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Council,
Scarborough



Council: St. Francis de Sales, Ajax

Second row, centre is Sheila Wijeratne. Congratulations Sheila!!

Cheers to a Centenarian CWL member at St. Francis de Sales Parish- Ajax

Sheila Wijeratne, a CWL Member at St. Francis de Sales Parish, Ajax, turned 100 on September
16th, 2025. We celebrated her birthday at our Senior's Luncheon on September 17th. Sheila has
been a member since 2009. Our heartfelt congratulations to Sheila. We wish her all the best and
may Our Lady of Good Counsel intercede for us in our prayers that God will grant Sheila more
healthy and vibrant years!

Submitted by Malou Galapin, President , St. Francis de Sales Parish Council, Ajax, Durham



Council: St. Joseph, Highland Creek

Golaxy 21 FE 56

Our St. Joseph's Highland Creek Council in Scarborough, Ontario gathered together wearing our
Orange Shirts on September 30" in recognition of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
with a prayer service. The Orange Shirts to honour and remember the Indigenous children who
were taken from their families and placed in residential schools-many who never returned home.
We also blended the Red Sand Prayer Service with Orange Shirt Day to educate and bring
awareness to Human Trafficking. Our CWL council felt that both voices of these
marginalized groups deserved to be heard.

We thank IWIN (I'm Worth It Now) for their permission to perform the Red Sand Prayer Service.

Submitted by Nancy Jane Martineau, St. Joseph Highland Creek, Scarborough



Council: St. Francis Xavier, Mississauga

Honouring Faith, Growth, and a Milestone of Service

On September 30, 2025, The Catholic Women’s League of St. Francis Xavier Parish Council
gathered in the church for a joyful three-in-one celebration — a day marked by spiritual growth,
new beginnings, and a significant milestone in the council’s history.

The event began with the installation of our new Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Favin Alemao. This moment
of renewal highlighted the council’s ongoing commitment to grounding its work in prayer, faith,
and spiritual guidance, reaffirming the essential role of spiritual leadership in the life of the CWL.

The celebration continued with the installation of 13 new members, officially welcoming them

into The Catholic Women’s League. Their decision to join reflects the ongoing strength and vitality

of the league at St. Francis Xavier Parish, which continues to grow and thrive through the

involvement of committed Catholic women.
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The final and most historic part of the event was the presentation of two 25th Anniversary
Certificates to our Council: one from National Council and the other from the Ontario Provincial
Council, marking 25 years of dedicated service. The certificates were presented by Vice President
of the Toronto Diocesan Council, Connie Cristinziano, to the council’s 13th President, Olivia De
Souza.

Submitted by M. Olivia De Souza, President, St. Francis Xavier Council, Peel



Council: Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary CWL Toronto, honoured Mary, Queen of the Holy
Rosary, through a communal prayer service that blended prayer and song.

A Rosary was crafted using artificial roses, pink for the Hail Mary and white for the Our Father. Each time
a member placed a rose, a Hail Mary was recited, forming the decades in a shared act of devotion. Two of
the participants were 94 years old.

Father James Cyfko, our Spiritual Advisor, guided the members through the Luminous Mysteries, linking
each decade with the Fatima Prayer. He concluded the Rosary by blessing all the CWL members and guests.
The service ended with the hymn, “Immaculate Mary” sung in unison. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria

The Rosary Ceremony was a beautiful expression of faith and unity, honouring Our Lady in a way that
lifted our spirits and touched our hearts for a lasting time.

Submitted by Helen Lewis, President and Margaret McKibben, Secretary, Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Council, Scarborough



Council: Holy Family, Whitby

On September 6 & 7 Holy Family celebrated Father Laszlo's 30th Ordination Anniversary. Our entire
parish joined to honour Father's Laszlo 30-year priestly journey, spiritual service and to express our
gratitude for his faithful guidance, wisdom and caring.

Whitby's mayor, Elizabeth Roy, MPP Lorne Coe, councillor's Chris Leahy and Steve Yamada attended
presented certificates honouring Father's contribution to our community. Our CWL members provided an
honour guard at Father Laszlo's Mass and reception.

The event raised over $6000 for the St Francis Foundation orphanages in Hungary. The Foundation is close
to Father Laszlo's heart and is run by Father's dear friend and mentor Father Csaba Bojte, a Hungarian
Franciscan.

Submitted by Anita Pereira, President, Holy Family Parish Council, Whitby, Durham



Council: Immaculate Heart of Mary, Scarborough

The Social Justice Committee of Immaculate Heart of Mary, CWL recently held its first event!
Seven members bravely joined The Night Light Walk at Kew Beach on October 23rd. This
important event, sponsored by ReMax and TD, raises crucial funds for Red Door Family Shelter
and Nellie's, providing safe shelter for women and children escaping domestic violence. We are
thrilled to report that our parish group successfully raised $923.15!

Submitted by Alice Warford, President and Geri Crisci, Chairperson of Social Justice,
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council, Scarborough



Council: St. Padre Pio, Kleinburg

At the request of the St. Padre Pio Catholic Women’s League, the City of Vaughan raised a flag
outside Vaughan City Hall on Oct 6th to recognize Human Trafficking Awareness Week, which
ran from Monday, Oct. 6 to Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. We hosted a reception and very informative
presentation by Suzie Tarlattini of Covenant House on the dangers our youth are facing in sex
trafficking. She taught us that traffickers have become very sophisticated in their relentless
pursuit of victims and the more knowledge we have, the better prepared we are to speak out.
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Submitted by Debbie Fisher, President, St. Padre Pio Parish Council, Humber Valley



The Jubilee Prayer 2025

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Source: https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/preghiera.html




