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Position: President

Dear Sisters in the League and Spiritual Advisors,

Last year at this time, I stood before you and gave my oral report, using journey as
my underlying analogy. Today, I continue this analogy of journey - and because of
you, my wonderful Sisters and Spiritual Advisors, it has been a journey of beautiful
memories and wonderful interactions with all of you. Earlier this month. I found a
reflection, among my many papers, called The Station. I was focused on convention
planning and kept repeating to myself, only 3 weeks to go. I read The Station, and a
calm came over me. This reflection was a timely reminder to me that we need to stop
looking to the station, our journey’s end, but rather, focus on the actual journey and
enjoy every day and live every precious moment.

My journey as your diocesan president began two years ago today, when I was
declared president. So many of you came to me, not only with wishes of
congratulations, but with tremendous support - offering to help me with anything I
may need. Right away, my journey began with a feeling of relief, because you
reminded me I was not alone - you have no idea the calm that came over me because
of your support and your belief in me!

One of my goals when I became president, was to visit all 93 councils in our Toronto
Diocese over my two-year term. I actually got to visit over 50 councils and drove
over 9500 Km’s to attend meetings, events, retreats, Masses and milestone
anniversary celebrations. Some of these visits included meeting members from
councils I didn’t get to for a personal visit. Included in this goal was the visibility of
all TDC executive officers and regional chairs at the parish council level - that we
were here to help and to be available as needed. Without hesitation, this journey
began for all these amazing ladies you see here before you. As an executive, we had
over 150 visits! Not only did we do council visits when requested, each and every
one of us was on zoom doing League development and hosting meetings. This quote
from the annual survey sums up the success of our ‘visibility’ focus: We are
particularly grateful for the support and active outreach of the TDC this year. We
know each of the executive on a first name basis, thanks to the many webinars they
have presented over the year. Well done!
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This executive also was the first at the diocesan level to implement the new executive
structure and my vision was for this executive to be an example to the parish councils
that the new structure truly encourages teamwork and leadership opportunities — and
what an example they have been!

I was proud to introduce zoom All Regions meetings in the Fall and Spring, as a new
initiative, but the idea was not mine. Sue shared that Anne Marie Martyniuk, former
Northern Region Chair, suggested this idea at the end of hers and Sue’s term. What
a great idea this was! These meetings gave all our members the opportunity to hear
reports and updates from the executive officers, which left the in-person regional
meetings with a sole regional focus. All four of these meetings saw a 140 to 200
members in attendance.

Representing you at the Ontario Provincial Council as your diocesan president was
truly an honour. I saw first hand the dedication and commitment of your provincial
president, Colleen Martin and all the OPC executive officers and diocesan presidents.
Increasing membership is still a focus across the province. Along with attending fall
and spring OPC meetings both years and attending zoom diocesan president’s
meetings, I am also the diocesan co-lead on the One Site (website) Committee.

The Spiritual health of our members remained a focus these past two years, this
valuable input from Fr. Liborio - to quote: “relationship with God comes first”. Many
councils received in-person presentations on Spiritual Gifts and as you heard this
morning from our regional chairs, everyone mentioned spiritual retreats as a regional
highlight. Retreats were offered at the parish, regional and diocesan level and all
were extremely well attended. Fr. Liborio, I cannot thank you enough for your
unfailing support of my journey as president and to the executive as a whole.

Life Members, what a wealth of knowledge you are! I thank you for the tremendous
support you have shown to me and to all the members in Toronto diocese! We are
truly blessed!

Sue, your mentoring, support, outstanding knowledge on the League, especially
policy and procedure, and your friendship saw me through my presidency. You are a
true gift and blessing to the League and your presence at the Toronto Diocesan
executive table next year will be so missed!
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My journey as President will end today, but as in all journeys, the road continues and
God'’s invitation is to stay on the road and let God lead me in His chosen path. I
believe the picture on my slide, with the path leading to the light, says it all.

My passion is my love for the League and serving God through the League, to
empower His mission. Thus, my final thank you is to all of you, my sisters in the
League - for your unfailing love and support, and as a tribute to you, I have a song
to you, to conclude my report: The words of the chorus will be on the screen, and
please, feel free to join in.

The Memory Song

Refrain: This is my song for the memories
This is my song for the sharing
This is my song for the loving
This is my song for you all.

Sisters, I thank you for being you

I thank you for sharing with me

The deep love you have for each other
The deep love you have for the League.

I will always remember
Forever - you will be in my prayers
And I leave behind with all of you
My peace, my joy, my love, my everything.
(Adapted from St. Andrew Youth Choir — (SAYCO Sings), Sudbury)

This concludes my report.
Kate O'Quinn, President,

My written report can be found on pages 3, 4 and 5 in the on-line Annual Report
Book.
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