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Madam Chair, 
 

Blessed are the Poor, Matthew 5:3 verse  

When I read the passage by St. Matthew…Blessed are the Poor…, at first, as a 
treasurer, I took that quite literally.  But I was also interested to dig a little deeper 
and see what St. Matthew’s life had been like and how he had followed Jesus.  
Interestingly, St. Matthew is known as the patron Saint of accountants, tax 
collector and bankers. Obviously, as a tax collector, very often, he was not very 
popular with the people. 

I know as treasurers, we have all encountered times when we felt that we would 
probably not win the “Miss Popularity “contest.  

As treasurers, we all have the difficult but important task of finding that balance of 
taking care of all that is required for your councils and still ensure we have what we 
need not just for today, but for the future planning for your councils. And with all of 
that, we still want to be able to help the needy and vulnerable.   

But as we all know the rest of that passage ...Blessed are the poor in spirit, we 
know that financial help is not the only way we can help. Sometimes those poor in 
spirit may need encouragement, and a sense of belonging as they may be 
struggling to find a closer connection to God.   

Sometimes people don’t need financial help, they just need someone to care and 
listen. 

My written report can be found on page 11 to 13 in the Annual Report Book.  

This concludes my report, 
Donna Capobianco 
Treasurer    
 


