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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” - Matthew 5:3
Madam President,

The League has it right. Conventions are set to occur in springtime during the
liturgical season of Easter joy, and as we walk the journey of faith towards
Pentecost so it's quite appropriate that President Betty Colaneri’s national sub-
theme “blessed are the poor” calls us to foster communion, participation and
mission through the invitation, indwelling, and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. I
thank God for the honour and privilege to have been part of a team that was
collaborative, unified and strong. I have been abundantly blessed.

In our Constitution & Bylaws (the 2023 edition) we can read that the past president
serves in a consultative capacity and performs other duties as assigned by the
president. As I like to say “stay in you lane” or as one of our Life Members famously
says: “Show up, shut up and wear beige.” This can be harder than it sounds for a
past president. I want to thank you Madame President for being patient with me
while I learned how to do that. I hope that those of you here who are also past
presidents have grown in that ability.

Another thing that a past president needs to learn is that she is blessed and is poor
in spirit. She grows to realize that humility is a good thing as she delves into the
archives. The archives for the Toronto Diocesan Council span over 100 years and
contain all the great works that have been accomplished by countless women like
all of you. We have all seen and heard, and most would testify to at least one story
of care, mentorship or solidarity from a League sister. Your archives contain those
stories. A simple affirmation can make a huge difference. Younger members grow
and flourish when they are supported and encouraged. Thank you to all who
supported and encouraged me over the last 20 years.

A past president is also like an iceberg. Why an iceberg? They are seen as the
expert on policy and procedures and get asked many questions. But that’s just the
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tip of the iceberg. The constitutional knowledge of most of our members is limited,

while past presidents often dwell in the deeper, more unconventional details. But to
do that they must come to the humble realization that they don’t know everything.

Yes. You heard me right! Despite what you may think I don’t have all 202 pages of

the National Manual of Policy and Procedures memorized! Sometimes I need to look
it up, especially after conventions when 10 amendments are approved for the next

edition of the P&P. That's the part of the iceberg that is not seen.

With the end of my term in sight, I do so happily and with great confidence in the
next team. As they prepare to forge new paths, open new doors and blaze new
trails, I hope this diocesan council continues to be a leader in the League! Let’s
continue to build our future on faith, offering service as needed and promoting
peace through justice.

My full report can be found on pages 14 and 15 in the on-line Annual Report Book.

And if you ever have a question on P&P or anything else-

Just call me. J&d87

Don't be afraid, you can call me
Maybe it's late, but just call me
Tell me, and I'll be around

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Lubowitz
Past President

Toronto Diocesan Council (since 1921)
Be Eucharistic
www.cwltoronto.ca



