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Madame Chair.

The dictionary defines “poor” as lacking sufficient money to live at a standard
considered normal in society, a worse than is usual, expected or desirable state.
The Bible - a dictionary, encyclopedia (who remember those?), the original search
engine — has “poor” including a deep sense of spiritual humility and dependence on
God.

Blessed Are the Poor ...
A mother watching her child, at any age, suffer through the pain of an illness

A wife who handles her grief in private so she can reassure others that time will
heal the hurt from the loss of a loved one

A daughter who balances her world to ensure an ailing parent is comfortable while
keeping the rest of her family on schedule

A sister of the league who with their own limitations still extend that hand in
support

A woman who is struggling to keep up her strength and composure as she
maneuvers through legalities of separation while simultaneously assuring her
children this is best for everyone

A child of God who may falter and question her faith as her world crumbles and
becomes chaotic around her

... for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ... Matthew 5:3

These are people who see life as God would want. They love differently, recognize
authenticity, and they only accept peace. They are emotionally intelligent, love
wholeheartedly and will never hate because they understand there is a reason why
people are the way they are. God puts us through storms, not to break us, but to
build us. Everything that God has called you to do, while it may cause chaos and
discomfort, is a sign you are on the right path.
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When I look at the doors that were opened for me these last two years, doors
which I did not knock upon, I am overwhelmed with the messages from our Lord.
Every single person I was blessed to meet, proved their devotion, dedication and
never-ending service to this League, ‘for where two or three gather together ... I am
there among them’ (Matthew 18:20). Personal stories, shared frustrations and an
abundance of ‘suggestions for improvements’ allowed me to see the Lord’s work,
live in action. From simple gestures of graciously hosting public speaking contests
at every level, to being the critical hands behind Faith and Social Justice
endeavours, His message was clear, walk in faith and love, where faith assures
‘things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen’ (Hebrews 11:1).

I also saw and heard the tiredness; I felt the resignation, the doubting of the work
and effort put forth; but I witnessed great humility and that dependence on God, so
no one gave up. The hardest part about this journey we call life, is trying to
understand if God is giving us signs to stop, or if He's testing our faith to keep
going. I have seen Him, through many of you, and as blessed mothers, sisters, and
daughters, please know, He is telling us to continue.

My written report can be found on pages 18 and 19 in the on-line Annual Report
Book.

This concludes my report
Gabriella Di Pietrantonio
Service Chair
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