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Madame Chair,

The National Theme, Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission could not have been
a more accurate driving force behind my second year as the Chairperson of Social
Justice. The longer I worked with the councils across the Toronto Diocese, shared
stories of amazing projects, letter writing campaigns and petitions to support or
fight against critical pieces of legislation, and learned of the initiative councils had
taken to fight for social justice causes, the more my own passion was ignited. I am
immensely proud of the work our councils have done in the fight for social justice.

St. Padre Pio Council and the persistent work they undertook to raise awareness of
Human Trafficking, ignited a passion within myself and fighting against Human
Trafficking became my “passion project”. I worked to promote the “"Red Sand
Prayer Service”, an acknowledgement that we cannot ignore the most vulnerable in
society by stepping over them in the cracks of the pavement. A powerful and simple
visual reminder of our mission as Catholics to help the ones most in need.

Following the example of St. Padre Pio council who had arranged to light up Vaughn
City Hall blue, the colour representing the fight against Human Trafficking, I felt
this idea could be turned into something bigger. Perhaps lighting up buildings, clock
towers, public offices, churches, homes, bridges, fountains, public squares, the
colour blue every year on February 22", combined with prayer, would send an
important message of solidarity on the National Day of Human Trafficking
Awareness.

I thought “why not” and with the encouragement of our TDC president, Kate
O’Quinn, sent in a request to illuminate the CN Tower Blue on February 22. Imagine
my excitement when they accepted the submission! Next target was the clock
tower at my local Civic Centre in Mississauga. Another success! I realized this could
really take off, and with the help of the Ontario Provincial President, Colleen Martin,
and Secretary Lisa Henry, within a few days the “Light the Province Blue Campaign”
was created and posted on the provincial website.
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My passion was ignited, and my mission to raise awareness of Human Trafficking
took on a life of its own. My hope is that others will be touched by this idea and it
will continue to expand across Canada. With some forward planning this could be a
really successful annual campaign.

“Blue for the Broken, Light for the Lost, Hope for All”

My written report for 2025 can be found on pages 20 and 21 in the On-Line Annual
Report Book.

Respectfully submitted
Christina Boyle
Chairperson of Social Justice 2024-2026
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